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"Amor Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots. “ 

• NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


From the cool valley of Kashmir to the lush coastal lands of southern 
India and burning desert sands of the west, Lalitaditya was master of 
all. This 8th-century swashbuckling hero was idolised by the poet 
Kalhana (12th Century), in his work, Rajatarangini. An ideal king, 
Lalitaditya repelled invaders, eased the toil of poor peasants, and 
always rewarded loyal friends. But when he should have settled 
down to enjoy the fruits of his labour, he chose to walk away. 
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The Legend of 


AFTER THE FALL OF THE GUPTA EMPIRE, 
NORTHERN IN PI A IN THE SEVENTH CENTURA 
BROKE UP INTO MINOR PRINCIPALITIES WHICH 
WERE ALWAYS AfT WAR WITH ONE ANOTHER .... 





. -. AND ON THE WESTERN FRONT , THE 
ARAB MARAUDERS WERE PLANNING FOR. 
PLUNDER. I- 



MUM MUNI, THE MOST ADVENTUROUS 
AND CRAFTY OF THEM t WOULD HAVE 
HAD HIS GOLD AND RICHES ... _ 


...BUT FOR ONE MAN-LALITAPITVA 
THE RULER OF KASHMIR . LALITADITYA 
HAD IN HIS MINISTER, MITRA SHARMA, 
A WISE AND ALERT ADVISER. 



* TIBETANS 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AND THERE IS NO 
SIGN OF THE HELP 
THAT WAS TO 

COME FROM /then, WE 
CHINA.^. 5HALL p £ p£ N p 

ON OUR OWN 
STRENGTH AND 
COURAGE —NEITHER 
OF WHICH WE 
LACK- 


\ 

\l 


r 


y 


7 . 


,% - 


JUST THEN A MESSENGER 
ARRIVED- 


maharaj,mummuni 

has sent one division 

OF HIS ARMV TO 

kanvakubja* AND IS 

marching towards 

OUR CITV WITH THE 
OTHER. 


m 

hat 



GOOD. THAT WILL /MAKE 
OUR TASK EASIER. WE 
SHALL ATTACK HI/M ANp 
/MAKE SURE HE THINKS 
TWICE BEFORE SETTING 
FOOT ON OUR SOIL 
A6AIN. 




* KANAUJ 


LAHTADITVA HIMSELF LED THE ATTACK. 
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LALITADITYA 





MAHARAJ, HAVE VOU 
SEEN PRAVARAPURA 
THE CITV BUILT BV 
VOUR ANCESTOR, 
PRAVARASENA? 


NO, NAGARSETH 
BUT I SHALL 
NOW. 


NA GARSETH OF PRA VARA 
PURA WAS A NO&LE IN 
THE COURT OF LA LIT A - 
PiTYA . 



AT PRAVARAPURA 


VOUR WINE 
IS EXCELLENT 
NA6ARSETH. 


WINE IN THE 
LAND,MAHA- 

^ raj. y 


K \L 


I/ PRAVARA- ^ 



==5^ / PURA SERVES * 

pv\ H 


THE BEST 


*THE CHIEF OF THE MERCHANTS' GUILD 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 







OH GO P ! WHAT 
NOW, MITRA 
. SHARMA? > 


WELL*** 
piDN’T you 
HEAR THE 

kings 
co/nmanp? the 

CITy WILL HAVE 
TO BURN* 
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LALITADITYA 







A7 PAWN, THE FIRST 
THING THAT MET 
LAUTAPITVA'S EVE 
WAS SMOKE RISING 
INTO THE SKV AND 
THE FIRST THING HE 
REMEMBEREO WAS 
HIS OR PER.. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE SENT AT ONCE FOR. kUTRA 
SHARMA. — jrr 

I h 


WAS... WAS THE 
ORDER I ISSUED 
LAST NIGHT 
CARRIED OUT? 




I 


y 2 


/ 


v.. 


f 


I 






'/ES, 

MAHARAd 










/ / 


//,/ 


// 






O 
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m 
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I SUPERVISED THE OPERA 
TIONS MYSELF,TO MAKE 
SURE THAT NOTHING 
WENT WRONG. 


r\- 


/ 


OH, NOf 
WHY PIP 
YOU ? 


ritmnz 


a 


f/j 




N* ■ » i »« 1 


I WAS NOT MYSELF... 
IT WAS THE WINE... 
VOti SHOULD HAVE 
KNOWN BETTER 
MITRA SHARMA... 




\ 


il* 


I ONLY KNOW THAT 
THE KING’S ORDERS 
MUST be OBEYED. 




Xr* 




NO ! NOT WHEN 
WINE HAS 
DEPRIVED HIM 
OF HIS SENSE5. 


ill 


y 


6 


X 




LALITADITYA 


IS THIS 


MAHARAd? 


BUT, OF WHAT 
USE IS ANY DECREE 
NOW ? IT CANNOT 
UNDO WHAT HAS 
V BEEN DONE. 


maharaj , 

PLEASE 
LOOK OUT OF 
THIS 
WINDOW. 


























































































































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




WHEN THEY 
THE CAPITAL 


BACK AT 



MITRA SHARMA, ALL CELEBRA-T 
TIONS MUST CEASE NOW. IF ' 

A KSHATRIVA’S SWORP REMAINS 
UNUSEP FOR L0N6, IT6ATHERS 
RUST. 





LALITADITYA 





AFTER THIS CAMPAIGN I 
LALITADITYA TURNED HIS 
ATTENTION TOWARDS 
THE KINGS OF THE PLAINS, 
OF WHOM YASHOVARMAN , 
THE KING OF KAN YAKU3JA, 
WAS THE MOST POWERFUL ♦ 



OUR ARMIES ARE WELL 
MATCHEP,MITRA SHARMA. 
WE HAVE THE UPPER. 
HANP, NO POUBT. BUT THE 
SOLPIERS OF KANVAKUBJA 
ARE NO MEAN 

WARRIORS. 


ISN’T IT A 
PITW THAT THEV 
HAVE TO BE 
SLAIN ? 



* CONQUEST OF THE FOUR QUARTERS OF THE WORLD 





























































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



LATER, WHEN TASHOVARMAN CONFERRED 
WITH HIS GENERAL — r- _ 


LALITAPITVA HAS A 
POWERFUL ARMY, NO 
POUBT. BUT HE LACKS 
_ THE WILL TO FIGHT. 


THAT /WAV BE 
TRUE, MAHARAJ 

BUT OUR ARMV 
/WAV NOT BE 
ABLE TO HOLP 
OUT MUCH 
’ LONGER. 


TASHOVARMAN TURNED TO HIS 
MINISTER . , - _ 


LET US SIGN 
THE TREATW<» 
MAHARAJ. I WILL 
PRAFT IT TO OUR 
APVANTAGE. 


WHAT PO 
VOU 

SUGGEST ? 


A MESSENGER CARRIED LALtTA 
PITS A*S PEACE PROPOSALS TO 
THE OPPOSITE CAMP . 




2 > 


EMPEROR LALITAPITVA 
URGES VOU TO SI6N A 
TREATY OF PEACE ANP 

frienpship to put 

AN ENP TO THIS 

uiAKJTnKi ftmnncucn 


HEAR 
FROM US 
TOMORROW. 
VOU MAV 
60 NOW. 


LALITADITYA 


THE NEAT PAT 


...THIS BEING THE 
TREATV OF PEACE 
CONCLUPEP BETWEEN 
MAHARAJA VASHOVARMANy 
ANP MAHARAJA 
LALITAPITVA... 


w 


lM 


THE REQUEST FOR A 
TREATV CAME FROM 
HIM. HE CANNOT HAVE 
PRECEPENCE. 




THEN,I MUST 
HAVE A WORP 
WITH THE 
EMPEROR 
BEFORE WB 
PROCEED 
ANV 

FURTHER. 


I BEG YOUR PARPON, 
MINISTER. 6HOULPN*T IT 
REAP : BETWEEN MAHARAJA 
LAL/TAPITTA ANP MAHARAJA 
S TASHOVARMAN... OUR 
Alii EMPeROR BEING THE MORE 
POWERFUL OF THE TWO? 


OUR PROPOSAL STANDS 
WITHDRAWN. LET THE 
BATTLE CONTINUE 
ANP LET IT BE 
FOUGHT TO THe 
FINISH! 










































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



VASHOVARMAN WAS 
TAKEN CAPTIVE. t- 


SEE WHERE YOUR CRAFTINESS HAS LEO 
YOU , YASHOVARMAN. YOU, WHO WERE 
ONCE SERVED BY THE ILLUSTRIOUS 
POETS BHAVABHUTI AND VAKPATI,MUST 
< NOW SING EMPEROR LALITADITVA’S > 

^ _ PRAISES LIKE A /-s 

N MINSTREL- HR I )A\ 


OUR EMPEROR 
NOW BECOMES THE 
OVERLORD OF ALL 
THE KINGS WHO 
ACCEPTED 

YASHOVARMAN’S 

SUZERAINTY. J 


TRUE. 
BUT ARE 
THEY 
AWARE 
OF IT? 


Bengal was overrun without a fight. 

AFTER CONQUERING KALIN<3A* AND ANNEXING 
ALL THE TERRITORY AS FAR AS THE 
EASTERN SEA ... i---,---- 


CHANK.UN IS RIGHT. 
THEY MAY CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES 
INDEPENDENT NOW. 
WE MUST MARCH 
OUT AND ESTABLISH 
OUR AUTHORITY. 


+ ORISSA 
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LALITADITYA 



' 1 AM GRATEFUL TO YOU, 
GRACIOUS QUEEN. BY YOUR 
ACT, YOU HAVE PREVENTED 
UNNECESSARY LOSS OF 
S LIVES. I 


...LALITADITYA TURNED SOUTH-WEST 
WHERE QUEEN RATTA OF KARNATA * 
SURRENDERED WITHOUT OFFERING ANY 
RESISTANCE . 




CHANKUN CHOSE TO BUILD A TEMPLE 

A TEMPLE IN WHICH HE EMPLOYED A 
RARE DE VICE . i-^ - -- 


r IT IS NO MIRACLE, 
QUEEN RATTA.THE 
PULL OF TWO POWER 
ful MAGNETS,ONE 
IN THE ROOF AND 
THE OTHER IN THE 
FLOOR, KEEP THE 
\ idol SUSPENDED J 
>\jN MID-AIR. / 


THE IDOL LIES IN 
MID-AIR1 IT'S 
^ A MIRACLE* 


* KARNATAKA 


NEITHER ON THE 
EARTH NOR IN THE 
SKY — MARVELLOUS! 


THE IDOL 

Represents 

LORD NARASIMHA 
KILLING THE ASURA 
HIRANYAKASHIPU... 







































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



KARNA7A, LAUTADtTTA TURNED NORTHWARDS 
e HOMEWARD MARCH HE ANNEXED THE 
DM5 Of THE KONKAN AND DWARKA ON THE 


A TEDIOUS MARCH FURTHER 

, NORTHWARDS brought lauta- 





THAT WILL TAKE US OVER A 
HUNDRED DAVS. THERE IS A 
SHORT,SAFE, ROUTE RIGHT 
THROUGH THE PESERT BUT 
IS NOT KNOWN TO Me! 


WE WILL LEAVE OUR 
ELEPHANTS BEHIND. 
ATER IS SCARCE EVEN 

A '-°NS the long route 



WE HAVE AN ARDUOUS 
JOURNEV AHEAD OF US. 
WATER THE ANIMALS 
AND LET THE SOLDIERS 
TAKE SOME REST. 
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LALITADITYA 




WHOSE 
SOLDIERS 
ARE VOU ? 


KING 

LALITADITVA’S 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I AM PHARMAPRIVA, 
THE MINISTER OF THE 
PESERT CHIEF. 


WHV ARE 
VOU HERE? 
AND IN THIS 
CONDITION ? 





THE THIRST FOR 
REVENGE KEPT ME 
ALIVE. WITH MV 
HELP VOU CAN 
DEFEAT HIM WITH 




THERE IS A LITTLE 
KNOWN ROUTE 
THROUGH THE DESERT 
WITH MV GUIDANCE 
VOU CAN TAKE THE A 
ENEMV BV SURPRISE^ 
v IN FIFTEEN PAYS. \ 


LET MV 
PHVSICIANS 
SEE 70 HOUR 
WOUNDS- 


LALITADITYA 




HE IS OUT FOR REVENGE. I THINK 
WE CAN TRUST HIM, MAHARAO . 
BESIDES OUR SOLDIERS ARE 
GETTING RESTLESS.THE SOONER 
WE FINISH OUR CAMPAIGN 
V AND RETURN HOME THE 



THAT WAS BLL LAUTflDtTYA NEEDED. 


PHMZMNPRtVf) LED LAL/TAP/TYfl’S 
ARMY INTO THE DESERT. 











































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ON THE FIFTEENTH DAY 





O CONQUEROR 
OF THE WORLD, 

I MUTILATED MYSELF TO 
TRICK YOU INTO ENTERING 
THE dAWS OF DEATH. | AW 
LOVED BY MY MASTER AND 
I AM WILLING TO LAY 
DOWN MY LIFE TO SAVE 
HIS. BUT WHO WILL 
SAVE Y0U,0 EMPEROR 
OF THE WORLD? 



I WILL 
KILL THE 
DECEIVER 


NO, YOU WILL 
NOT. I ADMIRE 
HI5 LOYALTY 
TO HIS CHIEF. 


i I y 

ill Ijud+f 



I AM INVINCIBLE. 
IT IS YOU WHO 
WILL BE WITHOUT 
A SAVIOUR FOR 
ALL YOUR 
LOYALTY. 




LALITADITYA 


IN THE NEAT FEW PAHS THE SCORCHING 
HE ATT OF THE DESERT STARTED TARING 
ITS TOLL . 




\ 


DON'T lose 
COU RAGE, MY MEN. 
IF WE HAVE TO 
PIE, WE WILL DIE 
MARCHING. 



GOADED AY LALITADITYA, H/S ARMY TRUDGED ON. 
THEN , AT THE FOOT OF A SAND DUNE, SOMETHING 
CAUGHT LALITADITYA'S ATTENTION . 


WHAT IS 
THAT ? 






HURLED a SPEAR into the GROUND WITH 
HE COULD MUSTER. 
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LALITADITYA 




HAVING SLAKED THEIR. THIRST, LAUTADtTVA'S 
SOLDIERS MARCHED OUT OF THE DESERT WITH 
RENE WED VIGOUR . -- 



STUNNED TV SEE THEM COME THROUGH THE 
DESERT ALIVE , THE CHIEF MEEKLY i- T 

SURRENDERED HIMSELF . i— js d { 


S\ 




THE EMPEROR'S 
J SLAVE SHALL USE 
HIS SWORD Id THE 
SERVICE OF THE 
EMPEROR ALONE. 


Lao 






OVJ 


/ 




K 

A 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THE CAMPAIGN HAP BEEN A LONG 
ONE AND HIS MEN WERE WEARY, BL 
LALI7APITYA WAS RELENTLESS. 


%M 4 




■u 




HE SPURRED THEM ON TILL THEY CAME TO 

A RIVER. i - 7 -T- 

MAHARAJ, THE RIVER. IS TOO 

DEEP. We CANNOT CROSS IT 

WITHOUT BOATS. WE WILL 

HAVE TO A&ANPON 

THIS CONQUEST. 


• • 


jr 


fafn 


r - * 


7/ 
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BUT LALITADITYA HAD NO INTENTION OF 
LETTING A MERE RIVER COME BETWEEN 
HIM AND THE SUCCESSFUL 
COMPLETION OF HIS 
PIGV/dAYA. 


PANCHANAPA HAS 
TO BE TAKEN. IT LIES 
TOO CL06E TO OUR 
BORPER& TO BE 
IGNOREP. 




CHANKUN RECONNOITRED THE RIVER. A FEW 

miles up&tream ■MhIMhIIIHmIiiIII 



k ll 



LALITADITYA 


AFTER CAREFULLY TESTING 

i 7M£ NARROW shallow stretch 

1 CHANKUN LED THE ARMY 





H TH * MINIMUM OF BLOODSHED, 

LALITADITYA RETURNED TO 
KASHMIR . BUT 

Kashmir 

























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



■ why don’t the ■ 

FARMERS irrigate 

their fields with the 

WATERS OF OUR RIVERS 
THEY NEVER GO DRV. 


BUT THE 
FIELDS LIE ON 
A HIGHER 
LEVEL, 
MAHARAd. 


D 



...THEY ARE 
FAR BEYOND 
THE MEANS 
OF OUR 




OUR EMPEROR HAS FORE¬ 
SIGHT AND A FINE SENSE 
OF PRIORITIES.OUR FARMERS 
NEED NO LONGER FLOCK 
TO THE CITIES TO 
LIVE AND WORK IN 
INHUMAN CONDITIONS. 




p£\j<a£ 


LALITADITYA 


NOR DID THEY HAVE TO 
BOVJ TO THE WHIMS OF 
NATURE . 






AGRICULTURE IS THE 
MAINSTAV OF A COUNTRyi 
ECONOMY, AND THE TILLERS 
OF THE SOIL,ITS MOST 

PRECIOUS SUBJECTS. 

I HEARTILY 
AGREE, 

MAH A RAJ. 


.1 • 


>!.#*• if 1 
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m w 



a 


i 




ONCE f WHILE LALITADITYA AND 
CHANKUN WERE RIDING 
THROUGH A FOREST 




WE DO NOT KNOW WHY, 
BUT FOR GENERATIONS 
IT HAS BEEN A RELIGIOUS 
TRADITION IN OUR FAMILY 
TO DANCE AT THIS SPOT. 



THE ANSWER TO 
THIS MYSTERY 
PROBABLY LIES 
/ BURIED UNDER 
THAT MOUND. 
















































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



LALlTAplTYA MAD THE MOUND EXCAVATED. 

\ 








LALITAPITVA HAP 7HE TEMPLE 
RENOVATED AND THE WORSHIP 
OF THE IDOLS WAS RESUMED 
IN THE TRADITIONAL FORM. 



LALITADITYA 




SO, LALITAD/TYA MARCHED TO 
THE INHOSPITABLE LAND OF 
TIBET... 




^ AND, in ONE FIERCE FORAY, WIPED 

°UT ANY DREAMS of conquest they 

MKbHT HARBOUR. ,- , --„- 


GLORV TO KING 

lautaditya! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


r 


LAUTADlTYA SPENT HIS ENTIRE LIFE 

IN RELENTLESS crusades to protect 

HIS LAND, ITS PEOPLE AND ITS CULTURE . 


MAHARAd.WHEN you 
WERE AWAY IN THE LAND 
OF THE BHAUTTS, MUMMUNI, THE 
ARAB KING ADVANCED TO 
PARNOTSA? NOW HE 16 
PLANNING TO ATTACK US* J f WE SHALL 

FORESTALL 
HIM TOO. 






MUMMUNt'S HORDES 
COULD NOT WITH¬ 
STAND LAL ITAPITYA *S 
WELL -TRAINED ARMY. I 


WE'D BETTER TAKE \ 

SHELTER IN THE CITV. THEY ■ 
WILL NOT ATTACK US THERE, 
k THEY WILL ONLY FIGHT ) 
US ON A BATTLE- V 

IW FIELD. ^ A 


\ _ 






* POONCH 


LALITADITYA 


let THEM <SO. 

they are not 

willing to 

FIGHT. 


BESIDES A TRUE 
K5HATRIYA DOES NOT 
ATTACK THE DWELLINGS 
~~ PEOPLE.OUR PHARMA 
FORBIDS IT. 


BUT, IF YOU 
LET MUMMUNI 
ESCAPE,HE 
WILL RETURN. 




V 


■V, 


r~ 


s 








V fr 






V 


^ ^ /I 


Of/ 


i\b 


V 


JB* 






CHANKUN WAS RIGHT. MUMMUNI 
RETURNED AGAIN AND AGAIN. 
LALITADITYA HAD TO FIGHT * 
THREE BATTLES BEFORE HE 
COULD FINALLY SUBDUE HIM. 


T 


X 


\ 


l) 




kV 


0 OC!-' 


\ 


/ 






J 




u, 


maharao, you may now 
rest your sword, there 

AKe NO MORE BATTLES TO 
BE FOU6HT. YOU HAVE 
BROUGHT ALL THE minor 

KINGDOMS under your sway 

lEJlfiy 6 the ALIEN 

* Np MARAUDERS 

for good. 



A FEW MONTHS LATER 


mitra SHARMA, 

I AM HAPPY FOR 
THE PEACE IN OUR 

land, but i feel 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE SENT FOR HIS MINISTERS . 

I HAVE PEOPED TO 
LEAVE ON AN EXPEDITION 
TO EXPLORE THE UNKNOWN. 




ENTRUSTING* THE 
KINGDOM TO THE 
CERE OF HIS 
MINISTERS, 
LAUTADITYA 
WALKED AWAy. 

AL ONE. 


\ 




HIS TASK WAS OVER. HE CAME 70 THE FORE 
AT A TIME WHEN THE COUNTRY NEEDED 
RIM. HE SUCCESSFULLY ROUTED ALIEN 
INVADERS AND BY HIS CONQUESTS 
DROUGHT MINOR WARRING PRINCIPALITIES, 
FOR A BRIEF PERIOD , UNDER THE SWAY Of 
ONE AUTHORITY—THE BENEVOLENT 
THRONE OF KASHMIR, 
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THE RAJATARANGINI 



The remains of the Martand Sun Temple, thought to 
have been built by Lalitaditya in the 8th century CE 


The Rajatarangini or River of Kings, is a history of Kashmir in Sanskrit, thought to 
have been been written between 1147 and 1149. Its 7826 verses are divided into 
eight books called Tarangs or waves. Written by a poet named Kalhana, the 
Rajatarangini is a unique record of the history of the Kashmir valley. It is ambitious 
in scope, stretching from the epic times of the Mahabharata, when it was ruled by 
a king named Gonanda (It is said that he was a relative of Jarasandha. In the 
Mahabharata, Jarasandha is the king of Magadha, and the enemy of Krishna.) to 
the establishment of the city of Srinagar by Ashoka, and ending in the 1 1th 
century. 


Kalhana talks about following certain principles when writing nistory, many of 
which historians still use. These principles say that a historian should oe air an 
accurate, and should consult earlier accounts when writing his own a 3 a 
mentions the importance of consulting written records and inscriptions 
writing history. 


Not much is known of Kalhana himself, except that he was a 

cenh.m Kin□ Harsha and his successor King 

























































































































